
‘Willielmus archiepiscopus interea decidit in lectum infirmitate gravatus...’

And in the month of December, two towers on the front of the church
of Dunstable fell down. The same day, the tower at Merton fell down,
and many buildings throughout England.



DOCUMENT
ARY EVIDENCE
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• Who wrote it?
• When?• Why?• What does it tell us?

• What does it not tell us?

The Merton Cartulary, 14th January 1486: John Gisbourne was elected
Prior. Most brethren were there in person, but brother Henry London,
unable from age and debility to leave the infirmary, was represented
instead by brother William Balle, Henry being in the small room in the
bottom of the infirmary. John Gisbourne, being elected, was fetched from
the upper room near the dormitory, which he as cellarer had long occupied.


