Style Guide

PARTs oF A CHURCH

A church is the building people
worshipped in. There are
different types of churches -
e.g. cathedrals and chapels.
Churches are usually cRUCIFORM
(cross-shaped).

You go in at the west end
through the west door. You can
walk up the NAVE - the central
walkway. (It comes from the
Latin 'navis' meaning 'ship’).

To the side of you may be two
AISLES - side walkways (Merton's
first church didn't have aisles,
but its re-built church did).

There will be lots of pillars
holding the roof up. These
pillars are usually in three layers,
like a cake. The bottom pillars
form ARcADEs.

Next up is the TRIFORIUM (try-for-
ee-um). Above the triforium is
the cLEResTORY (clear-story). This
was a layer of windows and
made the church a lot lighter.

Walk up the nave, and admire the lovely stained glass and wall paintings (churches were very colourful) - and
the tiles on the floor, some of which were highly decorated. You'll get to a screen which separates the nave
from the bit where all the priest stuff happens - the cHolr and the pPResBYTERY (prez-bit-ery).

The focal point of the choir is the high altar. This commemorates Jesus' Last Supper, and is the focal pointin
the Mass service.

The church could have a central tower, and the part under it, just between the nave and choir, is called the
central crossing. To its sides are TRANSEPTS, north and south. These have small side chapels in, with altars to
the Virgin Mary or to other saints.

You might be able to get right round the back of the choir, to the very east end of the church, going along
the amBuLATORY (like 'ambulance', it's from the Latin for 'to walk'). In Merton's later church, there was a
chapel to the Virgin Mary at the east end - the Lady Chapel.

The church was based on sections called bays - these were the bits between two columns. They were all
geometrically worked out, and could be based on ratios such as the Golden Section or 1: V2. But that's
another story...






PERIODS OF ARCHITECTURE

Here's a drawing to show you some of the different arches medieval builders used in the different periods
of the Middle Ages. Merton was a mish-mash of different styles. The nave was largely Early English, but the
presbytery and Lady Chapel were built in the fourteenth century. So if you were a canon in the 15t century,
you'd look down the church and see things from two hundred and a hundred years before. The other
buildings around the CroisTer (we call this the cLAUSTRAL compLEX - that just means all of the buildings of the
cloister) were quite grand, and mainly from the 13t century (Early English). Other buildings in the precinct
would have been more domestic (looking more like normal houses or barns - made mainly out of wood).
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in between the window panes is called TRACERY.
This picture, by Alexander the Novice (aged 13)
shows the different periods of tracery.

The glass was painted or stained with pictures
from the Bible or of important people of the time.

You might come across other architectural terms (words to do with buildings) in your research, so here are

a few: apse: a semi-circular bit at the end of the choir
vaulting: the arching in a (vaulted) stone roof or transept. Merton's church and chapter house
curvilinear: along word for Decorated tracery both became apsidal.

rectilinear: along word for Perpendicular tracery capital: the carved head (Latin = caput) of a

boss: a carved piece of stone in the middle of a roof vault  column or pillar.



